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Primary Bilateral Anophtalmia
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A 3 months old female child, who was born with bilateral an-
ophthalmia after a normal full-term pregnancy by normal spon-
taneous vaginal delivery to a 32 years old mother, who  had 
antenatal care in local health center. According to the mother, 
pregnancy went without any kind of complications. This was a 
third pregnancy from healthy parents with 2 healthy children. 
There was no history of congenital infections or any significant 
teratogenic drug intake during pregnancy. There was no history 
of fever, body rashes and no exposure to X-rays; and no family 
history of diabetes or any congenital pathology. 

During ophthalmological examination the eyeballs were 
absent with eyelids deeply set, the free margins of the eyelids 
were adherent (Panel A). There was no associated dysmorphic 
facies. The diagnosis was confirmed with a Contrast-enhanced 
computed tomography of the orbit and brain. It revealed bi-
lateral absence of the globes and optic nerves (Panel B). Chest 
X-ray, echocardiography and abdominal ultrasound scan were 
normal. Antibodies for Toxoplasma, Rubella and Cytomegalo-
virus were negative; she was taken up for bilateral, sequential 
orbital prosthesis implantation.
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Figure A: Bilateral ankyloblepharon with palpebral collapse related 
to the absence of the eyeball.

Figure B: Axial CECT image of orbit showing absent eyeballs, 
absent optic nerves and narrow orbital diameter.
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