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Clinical Image

A 50 years old male known diabetic and hypertensive presented
to the emergency with sudden onset quadriparesis and respiratory
failure with no loss of consciousness. Examination omit also showed
bilateral horizontal gaze evoked nystagmus and tongue weakness.
MRI brain revealed bilateral medial medullary infarction giving the
appearance of characteristic “heart sign” on axial diffusion weighted
and FLAIR images (Figure 1A,B,C). MR angiography showed
extensive atherosclerotic disease in the vertebrobasilar system.
Bilateral medial medullary infarcts are very rare accounting for < 1%
of vertebrobasilar strokes [1,2]. The characteristic heart appearance is
well documented in the literature [1,2].
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Figure 1: MRI Brain axial images demonstrating the characteristic “heart

sign” on DWI (1A), ADC (1B) and FLAIR (1C).
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