
Clinical Image

Christmas tree Cataract
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We report the case of a 68-year-old patient, with no particu-
lar pathological history, who consulted for a progressive decline 
in visual acuity over the past 4 years.

Ophthalmological examination of the right eye showed, after 
pupillary dilatation, multicolored scintillating opacities in the 
crystalline lens, appearing as colored lights decorating a christ-
mas tree. The rest of the biomicroscopic examination was nor-
mal. The diagnosis of Christmas tree cataract was made. Christ-
mas tree cataract is rare. This form of cataract is characterized 
by fine, polychromatic, reflective needle-point deposits in the 
deep cortex and nucleus. These deposits consist of cysteine, 
one of the least soluble amino acids. This cataract is often re-
lated to age and is said to be different from polychromatic cata-
ract, associated with type 1 myotonic dystrophy, in which the 
particles are smaller in size.
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