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Glomus Tumor of the Finger: MRI Diagnosis
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Clinical Image

Glomus tumors are rare benign mesenchymal tumors, accounting for 5% of all hand tumors, developed from the neuromyoarterial glomus,
whose role is essentially thermoregulation and microcirculation. The pathogenesis remains unknown and the diagnosis may be difficult, as the
pain may be considered neuropathic [1].

It is revealed by a sharp pulpal pain described as electrical, triggered by shocks, aggravated by pressure on the fingertips and by contact with
cold. Associated signs should be sought: pain on precise pressure of a pencil tip, bluish subungual staining, nail dystrophy, and a possible bulge
visible in case of a large tumor [2].

MRI sequences show a small (4x 5 mm) well-defined soft tissue mass on the ulnar aspect of the third distal finger respecting the cortex. It
presents in T1 hyposignal, T2 hypersignal with vivid and homogeneous enhancement on post contrast sequences.
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